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The Turkish President

Turkish Presidency Secretariat General,
06689, Cankaya

Ankara , Turkey

Dear President,

The Union of Mediterranean Architects (UMAR) is a regional professional
organization which emphasizes the public benefit dimension of architectural services
and which considers environmental and local values, human rights, social and
cultural dimensions for the proper professional practice of architects, in the interest of
the community.

The UMAR is composed of member sections representing architects from 14
countries around the Mediterranean Sea. Turkey is one of its founding members.

The Chamber of Architects of Turkey (CAT) is one of the most active members of the
UMAR, and it is a professional organization that provides a very important model for
other countries of the world with its functions such as keeping the records and
registry of architects, professional supervision, continuous professional development
and office registry.

While CAT is seen as a model for the other countries of the Mediterranean Sea, we
are very sorry to learn that some legal documents recently adopted in your country
include arrangements that limit the professional and public functions of the
professional chambers of architects. The presence of a strong and autonomous
professional Chamber in a country provides that the professional field is regulated
and supervised by its experts, ensures that professional services are practiced in the
best manner for the public benefit and guarantees the protection of the public
interest, including the health and safety of individuals.

With this responsibility, the recent changes to the legal arrangements in Turkey have
diminished these guarantees and put in jeopardy the public benefit, the protection of
the public interest, the daily life, the health and safety of individuals. | would like to



underline on behalf of the UMAR that the identities of professional chambers have an
incontrovertible role in the development of contemporary societies.

We would like to remind you of the UIA Accord on Recommended International
Standards of professionalism in Architectural Practice (1999), the UNESCO-UIA
Charter for Architectural Education (1996) and the UNESCO-UIA Validation System
for Architectural Education (2002) underpin the practice of architecture. All these
international documents unanimously adopted, provide guidance for the architectural
profession worldwide. We recommend them to you for consideration and discussion
with you, and hope that we can start a dialogue regarding these issues related to the
architectural profession.

Yours sincerely,

André D. Bekhazi

Président

cc: Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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TC Cumhurbagkani Abdullah Gl
Cumhurbaskanligi Genel Sekreterligi
06689 Cankaya Ankara Turkiye

T: +90 312 470 12 00

F: +90 312 470 13 02

Sayin Cumhurbaskani,

Akdeniz Mimarlar Birligi (UMAR), mimarlik hizmetlerinin kamu yarari boyutunu vurgulayan ve
mimarlarin mesleki uygulamalarinin dizgin bir bicimde yapilmasi igin cevresel ve yerel
degerleri, insan haklarini, toplumsal ve kiiltirel boyutlari dikkate alan, toplum yararini

gobzeten uluslararasi bir meslek 6rgutidur.

UMAR, Akdeniz cevresindeki 14 Ulkeden mimarlari temsil eden Uye kesimlerden

olugmaktadir. Turkiye, kurucu tyelerinden biridir.

Turkiye Mimarlar Odasi, UMAR'In en etkin Uyelerinden biridir ve sahip oldugu mesleki
orgutlenme yapisi mimarlarin kayit ve sicillerinin tutulmasi, mesleki denetim, surekli mesleki
gelisim ve buro tescili gibi iglevleri nedeniyle diger dunya ulkeleri icin dnemli bir model

olusturmaktadir.

Tarkiye Mimarlar Odasi, diinya ulkeleri icin 6nemli bir model olarak kabul edilirken, tlkenizde
yakin bir dénemde kabul edilen ¢esitli yasal dizenlemelerin mimarlarin meslek odalarinin
mesleki ve kamusal islev ve yetkilerini kisittamaya yénelik diizenlemeler icerdigini tztlerek
6grenmis bulunuyoruz. Bir Ulkede glgli ve 6zerk bir meslek odasinin varligi, o Ulkedeki
mesleki hizmetlerin bu alanin uzmanlarinca dizenlenmesi ve denetlenmesini saglamakta,
mesleki hizmetlerin kamu yararina en iyi sekilde uygulanmasini ve bireylerin saglk ve

guvenligi de dahil olmak lizere kamu yararinin korunmasini garanti altina almaktadir.

Bu kapsamda, Turkiye’deki yasal dizenlemelerle ilgili yakin zamanda yapilan degisiklikler,
bu garantileri azaltmis ve kamu yararini, kamu ¢ikarinin korunmasini, gunlik yasami ve
bireylerin saglik ve guvenligini tehlikeye dusurmuistir. UMAR adina, meslek odalarinin
kimliklerinin c¢cagdas toplumlarin gelisiminde yadsinamaz bir role sahip olduklarini

vurgulamak isterim.



Mimarlik Pratigi igin Tavsiye Edilen Uluslararasi Profesyonellik Standartlari
Konusunda UIA Mutabakat Metni (1999), UIA-UNESCO Mimarlik Egitimi Sarti (1996) ve
UIA-UNESCO Mimarlik Egitimi igin Validasyon Sistemi (2002) meslek uygulamasini
desteklemektedir. Tum bu uluslararasi UIA belgeleri oybirligi ile kabul edilmigtir ve tim
dinyada mimarlik meslegi icin kilavuz niteligindedir. Bu belgeleri birlikte tartisabilmek
amaciyla dikkatinize sunarim. Mimarlik meslegdi ile ilgili bu konularla ilgili bir diyalogu

baslatabilmeyi dilerim.

Saygilarimla,

André Békhazi

UMAR Baskani
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